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tions of moral and spiritual life, utterly destroy grace
and charity, and cause the death of the soul. The last,
though they may dispose to, and by accumulation
create mortal sin, do not, unless they reach it, destroy
the friendship of the soul with God. Venial sin Is a
disease of the soul, but is not its death, since the grace
of God remains by which It may be cured. Mortal
sin is, on the contrary, irreparable, and those who are
guilty of it have lost every principle of vitality, and
are spiritually dead. No power of renewal can come
from within, but the power of God is without limit,
as is also His mercy, and He can, if He will, make the
dead soul hear His voice and live. Final impenitence
Is an unpardonable sin.

On such a tremendous subject, however, Catholic
scholars have always allowed that absolute decisions
as to particular sins must often be difficult. Venial
sins can be classed with deadly sins, differing from
them however in being either lighter In their matter
or lacking knowledge or deliberation In their doing.
The acts of the will and the extent to which they
have been Influenced by deliberation, have to be
taken into account, as well as the evil wrought by
the sin itself. Where there is no deliberation, there
is no act of the will, and where there is no act of
the will, it is difficult to show there is sin. Mao
does not fall away from God by mischance, but only
by an act of the will, and logically it would appear
that any grave sin acted with deliberate intention
must be classed as mortal. On the other hand, a
sin of undoubted magnitude, like theft, may really